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Love Came Down at Christmas

Christina Rossetti's poem:

A setting by Rilla Paterson 2021

SATB 

a cappella

The poem has been set to music by several composers, and was chosen 

for the BBC Radio 3 Breakfast Christmas Carol Competition in 2021. 

The tune for the first verse was the composer's competition entry. 

She expanded the setting and later wrote this four-part harmony for 

unaccompanied performance. It was recorded by soprano Bethany Partridge 

and tenor Josh Cooter, and published on YouTube 

on Remembrance Sunday, November 2023. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y77knRs4LFo

 Love came down at Christmas,

Love, all lovely, love divine,

Love was born at Christmas,

Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead,

Love incarnate, love divine,

Worship we our Jesus,

But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token,

Love be yours and love be mine,

Love to God and all men,

Love for plea and gift and sign. Amen

_____________________________
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Love was born at Christ mas,- Star and ang els- gave the sign;
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